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Dear President Bruce Jacob,

It’s early spring here in Tokyo, bringing
with it drastic temperature fluctuations.
However, we know that a calm and
beautiful spring with cherry blossoms
will come soon.

Each year in April, We hold an event
called "Epping Day” to honor our sister
club agreement. Last year, several of
our members shared their experiences
from past visits to Epping. Some
reminisced about their time there,
others remembered their hopes to visit
there. We are planning to hold this
event again this year.

As I looked into the history of relations

between Japan and Australia, I found
that it started with a person who
worked in Sydney. Over 130years ago,
Mr.James Murdoch stopped in Japan on
his way back from a survey in China. He
was so taken by Japan, that he decided
to stay, becoming an English teacher in
Tokyo. While teaching at a university,
he wrote ”A History of Japan”. After sp

spending 30 years in Japan, he returned
to Australia and became a professor at
the university of Sydney. The friendship
between our two countries began with
him and has continued ever since,
despite the interruptions of wartime.

We understand that cultivating a
diverse, equitable, and inclusive culture
is essential, but the world seems to be
going backwards these days. We have a
difficult time with conflict of nations.
However, 1 believe that after this
difficult period, a more orderly and
cooperative world will emerge. Our two
clubs must continue to cherish and
strengthen our friendship.

I wish your club prosperity and
deepening the bonds between our clubs.

Best regards,

Hisao Sato

President, Tokyo Ikebukuro Toshima
East Rotary Club,

District2580
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Hi Hisao,

Thanks for your lovely email Hisao. I
agree that Australia and Japan and
Epping Rotary and Ikebukuro- Toshimah
have had wonderful partnerships and
friendships over many decades and
long may this continue.

I still remember with great fondness
your recent visits to our Club and the
wonderful hospitality and friendship
you bestowed upon me when I visited
your Club in 2019. Long serving
members of our Club still get excited
and nostalgic about your visits many
years ago and visiting Japan and your
Club.

Thanks for your very warm words
which TI'll include in our weekly
newsletter.

Best wishes from Epping Rotary as a
Club and from me personally.

Regards,
Bruce Jacob, Epping Rotary President.
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